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Issue 34 – July 2017   

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Ofsted updates online Self-Evaluation Form (SEF) 

Providers logging into the Ofsted self-assessment form on the portal will notice a new box 
linking to Outcomes for Children.  This brings the SEF headings into line with the Ofsted 
report headings. 

National Childcare Service  

The Government’s new National Childcare Service enables 

Parents to check their eligibility for free entitlements, and register for tax-free childcare with a 
registered provider.  

Providers to register for tax-free childcare using their Ofsted registration number and unique 
taxpayer reference (UTR).   

Over 1,000 parents in Cambridgeshire have already confirmed their eligibility for the new 
extended entitlement (30 hours) using the system. 

https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/  

 
Department for Education (DfE) updates  
The Department for Education has a new Early Years Director, Helen Stephenson, who is 
reporting to the new minister for the sector, Robert Goodwill, MP.  Mr. Goodwill has written to 
all providers on taking up his post. His letter is attached. 

Early years entitlements: operational guidance was published by DfE on 18 July 2017.   
It clarifies the local authority audit process for confirming eligibility for the extended entitlement, 
and updates guidance on eligibility and charging. 
 
The guidance uses case studies on how the free entitlements are being delivered to support 
greater consistency by making clear:  

 What local authorities should do; 

 What providers should do; and  

 How local authorities and providers can support parents and children 

This new guidance can be found here. 
 
Two-year-old funded childcare provision – initial evaluation 
A major new report as part of the Study of Early Education and Development (SEED) 
analyses early findings from the implementation of funded two-year-childcare. 
 
Whilst the research findings are limited, they show positive outcomes for children in cognitive 
language development and aspects of social and emotional development.  The research also 
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underlined the positive benefits of a rich home learning environment, independent of 
childcare attended.   The research can be found on the DFE website. 

CONSULTATIONS & SURVEYS 

Children’s Centre Consultation 

An important consultation on the reorganization of children’s centre services across 
Cambridgeshire has just been launched. A new model based on the five districts of the 
county will create children and family centres in areas of higher need, with other parts of the 
county served by child and family zones and outreach programmes, and an online offer for 
all. 

All providers are strongly encouraged to read and respond to the consultation, and to share 
information with parents through your regular communication channels so that they can also 
make their views known. 

Full details, are at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/childrenscentreconsultation. This includes a 
survey. 

A graphic giving key information which providers can place on their website, Facebook page 
or Twitter feed is enclosed with this mailing. 

Please respond by Friday 22 September 2017 with any comments or questions. 

 

Integrated Review Provider Survey 

If you are a provision that offers places for 2 year old children, please take the time to read 
this and use the link below to complete a very short survey. 

Cambridgeshire’s approach to the Integrated Review has been widely communicated and 
brings the information from the Progress Check at 2 and the Healthy Child Review together 
to support early identification of special needs in children.  

Cambridgeshire County Council and Cambridgeshire Community Services are working in 
partnership to review and evaluate the impact of our approach and would like you to 
complete the survey to give us information from you as a provider to support future 
development work. 

The survey can be found here: http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/C8F2G/ 

Please respond by Friday 15 September 2017. 

 

Local SEN Inclusion Fund 

The consultation for the Cambridgeshire SEN Inclusion Fund, developed by Local Authority 
officers and early years providers, has now closed. The proposals can be found at this link.  

Until the new policy is implemented, providers will be able to continue to submit applications 
for support using the existing Early Years Access Funding process. For further information 
regarding these proposals please email: eyf@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 

Extended Entitlement (30 hours) – provider survey 

We are still collecting information about providers’ offer of places to support the new 
extended entitlement (30 hours) for working parents coming into effect in September 2017.  
Please answer the short online questionnaire at this link to be included in the family 
information directory on the County Council website. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/627098/SEED_ECEC_impact_at_age_3.pdf
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/childrenscentreconsultation
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/C8F2G/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/research-and-statistics/consultations/
mailto:eyf@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://goo.gl/forms/8vrfExe6hueqzkV42
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RECENT COMMUNICATIONS 

2017-18 membership offer 

Detailed information new Early Years membership offer for 2017-18 was sent to all providers 
on 10 July 2017, along with details of how to sign up.   

The offer include 

- Cambridgeshire Essentials: a range of basic courses with free credits for members 

- A membership offer for childminders  

- A Forest School bundle offering sessions and conference places at a discounted rate 

- A special offer on the forthcoming recruitment website for all providers signing up before 1 

September. 

- Improved value for money on the basic package (see below) 

- Original courses and masterclasses in the annual Training and Support Programme 

Size brackets for the Early Years membership for private and voluntary settings have been 
increased, so settings may find they have gone down a size! 

 

2017-18 Funding Agreement and Local Provider Agreement 

Settings and childminders offering funded early years places will recently have received 
two documents from the council, outlining their responsibilities and the local authority’s role. 

The Funding Agreement contains national and local conditions relating to delivery of the 
free entitlements for two-, three- and four-year-olds, including the new extended (30 hours) 
entitlement for working parents of three- and four-year-olds.  The Local Provider 
Agreement summarises the local authority’s universal offer to all providers, along with key 
legal responsibilities on the local authority and providers. 

Early years providers must sign and return the declaration for the Funding Agreement to 
the Early Years Funding team in order to receive payment for their funded children.  Signing 
the Funding Agreement includes acceptance of the requirements in the Local Provider 
Agreement. 

 

Local Provider Agreement – other providers 

Other providers, including childminders not delivering funded early years places, should have 
received the Local Provider Agreement only, with a separate declaration form.  This can be 
signed and returned electronically. 

 

New Training and Support Programme 

Our comprehensive Training and Support Programme for 2017-18 was published online in 
early July, and bookings for training courses, conferences and other activity are now open. 

Providers should have received their hard copy of the programme in the post in the third 
week of July. 

To book courses, please go online to the Learn Together Cambridgeshire website 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our new website will be available soon at https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/early-years/ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

http://www5.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/learntogether/homepage/66/ey_development/
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/early-years/
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LOCAL NEWS  

EARLY YEARS TRAINING CENTRE 

Graduate Leader Programme - Funding for private/voluntary settings with an Early 

Years Professional / Early Years Teacher working in their provision. 

We are currently inviting private and voluntary settings who employ an EYP/EYT to apply for 

graduate leader funding. Funding is limited and subject to criteria. For further information and 

an application form, email eyctraining@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

Closing date for applications is 31 July 2017 

 

Qualifications funding 

Funding is available for practitioners working in early years provision towards the cost of 

selected early years and playwork qualifications.  Practitioners/settings who meet the funding 

criteria may use this funding towards the cost of undertaking the identified qualification with 

any provider who has signed up to the Quality Statement with Cambridgeshire County 

Council.  Contact us on eyctraining@cambridgehire.gov.uk for further information and a 

funding application form. 

 

Qualifications  

We are currently recruiting for the following qualifications for the autumn term  

 Level 2 Certificate in Early years Education and Care (QCF) 

 Level 3 Diploma for the Early Years Workforce (EYE) 

 Level 3 Diploma in Playwork (QCF) 

All information on these qualifications can be found in the new training programme (see 

below for link) Please contact eyctraining@cambridgeshire.gov.uk for application forms. 

 

Gateway to Childcare Careers 

An introductory course for people considering childcare as a career. The course provides 

underpinning outlines in childcare careers.  

The Training Team have travelled around the county promoting childcare careers to schools. 

If you are interested in the training team delivering this course to an audience in your area 

please contact us on eyctraining@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 

The Early Years and Childcare Training and Support Programme 

This programme is now online and open for bookings. 

http://www5.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/learntogether/homepage/66/ey_development/  

Due to exceptional demand, we have already added two extra sessions for the  

Basic Child Protection – Refresher Training 

mailto:eyctraining@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:eyctraining@cambridgehire.gov.uk
mailto:eyctraining@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:eyctraining@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
http://www5.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/learntogether/homepage/66/ey_development/
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Friday 17 November 2017, 9.30am – 11.30am, Cambridgeshire FA Headquarters, Histon 

Tuesday 3 July 2018, 9.30am – 11.30am, Hemingford Pavillion, Hemingford Grey 

 

Parents get access to extended entitlement (30 hour) information 

The family information directory on the County Council website now includes a special search 
to show those providers offering the extended entitlement.  Parents will be able to see which 
funded providers have said “yes” using the online survey, along with some information about 
restrictions and additional charges (on the provider information page). So far, 94% of 
providers who have responded are offering the new entitlement from September. 

The online questionnaire can be found at this link. 
 

New online resource will support childminder sustainability 
Business Smart is a free online resource from the Professional Association for Childcare and 
Early Years (PACEY) to support the sustainability of new and established childminding 
settings in England. 
 
It has been developed by childminders for childminders and in association with Lloyds Bank. 
Funding for the toolkit has been provided by a grant from the Department for Education and 
covers childminders in England. 
 
The first phase of this growing resource can be found at https://www.pacey.org.uk/business/. 
 
Change4Life 10 Minute Shake Ups 
The County Council is again supporting Change4Life’s national 10 Minute Shake Ups 
programme with Disney, Sport England and schools to help get Cambridgeshire’s children 
active. The campaign will encourage people to search 10 Minute Shake Ups. Families will 
also be encouraged to visit the Change4Life website to find events happening in their local 
area. New 10 Minute Shake Ups are released on the Change4Life website each week over 
the summer holidays starting from the 17 July with routines featuring characters from Disney 
Pixar’s latest animation Cars 3, as well as Disney's Beauty and the Beast, Moana, Frozen, 
Zootropolis, and The Lodge. 
 
To find more information on available resources click here. Public Health England have sent 
packs to approximately 16,500 state funded primary schools across England that are signed 
up to the SVFS scheme and have more than 5 pupils eligible for free fruit and veg. To view 
this list, please click here.  
 
Please see the BBC News article on physical activity, released on 17 July: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40609517 
 
Please use the following links when promoting Change4Life to families: 
Overview - https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48-10-minute-
shake-ups 

Resources - https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48-10-minute-
shake-ups/resources  
Link to social media toolkit - 
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48/resources/2342 

https://goo.gl/forms/8vrfExe6hueqzkV42
https://www.pacey.org.uk/news-and-views/news/archive/2017-news/april-2017/new-funding-to-champion-childminding/
https://www.pacey.org.uk/business/
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48-10-minute-shake-ups/resources
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48/resources/2281
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40609517
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48-10-minute-shake-ups
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48-10-minute-shake-ups
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48-10-minute-shake-ups/resources
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48-10-minute-shake-ups/resources
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/48/resources/2342
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20th July 2017 
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
I would like to introduce myself as the Minister of State for Children and Families. I 
am pleased to be adding early years to my portfolio - my wife previously owned a 
playgroup, and so I have a keen appreciation for the work that providers do to 
ensure that the highest-quality provision is accessible for all children across the 
country.  
 
As you can imagine, the Secretary of State, Justine Greening, and I are both very 
clear that successful delivery of 30 hours free childcare for working parents is a 
key priority. I want to thank you for your efforts in preparing for national rollout in 
September and working with my Department to make September a success. This 
has all been accomplished alongside 95% of three and four-year-old children 
accessing the existing 15 hours universal entitlement, and a rise in the percentage 
of disadvantaged two-year-olds taking up 15 hours. Thank you for your ongoing 
commitment to these important programmes. 
 
Your efforts are particularly evident in the impressive results from our recently 
published Study of Early Education and Development (SEED), which showed the 
positive impact childcare has on social, emotional and cognitive development; and 
with 93% of early years providers currently rated Good or Outstanding by Ofsted, 
the sector continues to excel in all aspects of early years. 
 
As we approach September, we are already seeing great success in our 12 early 
delivery areas, which are now delivering almost 15,000 places to eligible children. 
Providers in these areas have responded positively to parental demand for 30 
hours, and we are already seeing the positive impact the additional hours are 
having on families, taking huge pressures off finances and reducing parental 
stress. We also know that some parents have been able to enter into employment 
as a result, with many parents being able to increase their working hours.  
 
As you may be aware, we have recently published an updated version of the 
operational guidance, providing further advice for you on delivery of the 30 hours 
offer. Alongside this, we also published a bank of case studies and the evaluation 
report of Early Implementation, which showcase how schools, childminders, 
private, voluntary and independent providers are offering 30 hours successfully.  
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-la-and-early-years-provider-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-early-implementation-evaluation.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-early-implementation-evaluation.


I hope that these documents are informative and provide you with the support you 
need to deliver the 30 hours offer from September.  
 
I am truly grateful and impressed by your skills, efforts and ongoing commitment to 
delivering high quality early education. Thank you for all your excellent work, and I 
look forward to working with you to ensure that we continue to help parents 
balance work and childcare. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Robert Goodwill MP 

Minister of State for Children and Families 
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